Headmaster’s Report




            April 2009
Academic Achievements

· Michael Graham and John Sheridan have both received conditional offers from Oxford and Cambridge Colleges.  Michael applied for St Edmund’s Hall, Oxford to read Geography and John applied to Sydney Sussex, Cambridge to read Mathematics.  Since receiving his acceptance from Cambridge, John has received unconditional offers from Harvard, Yale and Princetown.  

· In NICCEA GCSE exams in 2008 a number of our students excelled nationally. In Design and Technology, Jonathan Wilson achieved the second highest mark in Northern Ireland and Paul Johnston, achieved the third highest.   In NICCEA GCSE Art Paul achieved maximum marks as did Gareth Hilliard. 

· One of our Moving Image students, Ben Harpur Year 14, entered the Foyle Film Festival production competition for A level students and was placed second.

Curriculum

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance

We have delivered the following Employability programmes:

December 8th:Year 11: ‘Learn to Earn’, a programme that has replaced The Economics of Staying at School.  Part of this has involved guest speakers. 

March 24th: 
Year 10 Project Business: this involved the boys in groups making and selling beads.  It was organised by Young Enterprise. 

In May: 
we will be holding “Taste and See” sessions for Year 9 organised by CCEA. 

In June: 
Young Enterprise will be organising an event, The Big School.

Citizenship

As part of our Citizenship programme we have had guest speakers to talk on the Irish language, War on Want and Free Trade and cultural diversity.  Next term we have invited a speaker from the Orange Order.

RE

The School Chaplain, the Rev West, has addressed Year 10 pupils on the subject of the three monotheistic religions in the near east, their history, culture and conflict.  A number of parents have reported that their sons were enjoying these sessions with the Chaplain in particular.

Further speakers will include representatives from the four main denominations. 

Portora as a Specialist School

We have recently been visited by the Inspectors for our annual Specialist School inspection.
This turned out to be a small scale inspection of our specialist subjects: classes were visited, teachers and boys interviewed, curriculum leaders probed for further detail, partners contacted and an end-of-inspection report back to me and some governors.  We had also piloted for them a new – and demanding – self-evaluative pro-forma.

It was a very encouraging report back.  The Inspectors reported that things were definitely “moving in the right direction”.  We were building on our strengths and working hard to ensure that we met targets.  They were very interested in and impressed by our processes of self-evaluation and target setting and monitoring.  We had “sustained our originally identified strengths” and that we were “making good progress”.  Teachers were described as “first-rate” in their commitment to the pupils, the school and the vision bound up in our Specialist School status; the pupils were “a credit to the school”.

The burden of preparing for the inspection fell on the shoulders of Trevor Smith and Janet Goodall who are to be congratulated for their professionalism and vision.

The Pajama Game

As part of our Specialist School project Portora sponsored, for the first time, a musical open to students aged 14 - 19 from all of the secondary schools in Enniskillen.  Over 100 students auditioned in September with Frank McHugh, Director and Jeanne Munroe, Musical Director.  Each student auditioned in song, dance and acting.  From the auditions, 65 students were cast from 7 schools, including Enniskillen Collegiate, Erne Integrated, Mount Lourdes, Portora Royal, South West College, St. Fanchea's and St. Michael's.  The students rehearsed steadily from September through to their opening in March.  Previews were provided for all Fermanagh primary and secondary school audiences and were full!  Five night shows were performed for the entire community.  The show which was hosted at St. Fanchea's in their new performance hall, was a great success attended by many in the community.  There was a letter published in the Fermanagh Herald on 25th March from a person from West Yorkshire who was in attendance and congratulated the cast on what was much more than an amateur production!  The Minister of Education, as well as our District Inspector were in attendance and congratulated the cast, not only on a job exceptionally well done, but also citing the project as a great cross community achievement.
Biology

AS Biology students enjoyed a field trip to peat lands to assess the biodiversity of an area of Special Scientific Interest.  It was a key part of their AS syllabus which requires them to carry out sampling procedures to investigate differences in diversity in bogland and to consider how human impact has affected these areas.
Music

The Christmas term – and our 1608 celebrations – ended on a high note. Our Ardhowen 1608 concert was an enormous success: the musicality, breadth of ability and discipline shown by the pupils were all remarked upon by many members of the audience. I felt that the event set a standard by which our future public events should be measured.

Those impressions were reinforced by the Carol Service in the Cathedral three days later.

In both events, a team of teachers worked together on the programmes ensuring high levels of commitment, enthusiasm and – of course – excellence. 

The Ardhowen Concert and Carol Service were recorded.  Highlights will be available on CDs for sale at the school soon.  More details will follow. 
In January, the School rhythm, blues and jazz band, The Rocksters, played for a full house in the Steele Hall for the Rugby Wine and Cheese night.  A great night was had by all with the boys providing two hours worth of great music.

In February, Royal Air Force band visited the school and played a concert for KS3 and KS4+5 music student. 

Portora continues to support Music in the community in a number of different and inclusive ways.  The Rock School exams for Fermanagh students were hosted at the school in March while the Associated Board and Trinity Schools exams took place at the beginning of March and April. 

In the Fermanagh Feis the Choir was highly commended at its first Feis competition and the Flute Ensemble won their section for the second consecutive year.  Special congratulations are owed to Andrew Irwin who won his solo flute section and Luke Todd and Jack Thompson who won the duet singing competition. 

The Spring Concert will be held on Thursday 30th April 2009 in the Steele Hall. 
English and Drama

Mark McBride, a Year 8 student, won the Junior Section of this year’s Patrick Kavanagh Schools Poetry Competition.  The award of €75 and certificate for the competition, open to students under 15, was presented as part of the 2008 Annual Patrick Kavanagh Weekend in Iniskeen, Co. Monaghan.  This is a prestigious award, sponsored by County Monaghan Vocational Education Committee (VEC) and open to all secondary students in Counties Louth, Meath, Cavan, Monaghan, Fermanagh, Tyrone and Armagh.  Students at Portora Royal School submitted their poems as part of a competition in the English Department.  The five best poems were then selected and sent to the adjudicator of the Patrick Kavanagh Schools Poetry Competition, Leland Bardwell.  Mark McBride’s poem was entitled ‘The Magic Box’ and took its audience on a journey that included ‘a pink elephant playing a saxophone, an army of headless henchmen’ and ending up in ‘a wondrous place where nobody knows the colours of the rainbow’, a marvellous achievement for a Year 8 student.

Under the direction of Mr McHugh, a number of our students represented Portora in the All Ireland Schools Quiz, hosted at the Hub in Kilkenny. They qualified for the televised section of the All Ireland Schools Quiz Challenge by competing against other schools from County Cavan, Derry, Donegal, Leitrim and Tyrone.  Hosting the Regional Final at Portora, they defeated St. Joseph’s College, becoming Fermanagh champions and staking their claim for a place in the televised round through an excellent performance in the Table Quiz.  Drawn against St. Macartan’s in Monaghan, Portora performed valiantly, but were outclassed by a superb individual performance by the captain of the St. Macartan’s team.  The boys had a fantastic experience, enjoying the thrill of making a television programme.

Two Year 12 students, James Latimer and Gavin Rogers, came equal second in the Fermanagh Road Safety Public Speaking Competition.  Gavin Rogers went on to represent Fermanagh as the Northern Ireland Regional Final.

Students from Portora visited the Fermanagh County Museum as part of the Holocaust Commemoration.  Students performed a range of Devised Plays on the theme of Prejudice to audiences at the museum.

Portora hosted the Godot Theatre Company with their production of Samuel Beckett’s ‘Endgame’.  The performances at Portora opened the Irish tour of this production headed by John Calder, Samuel Beckett’s publisher.  Mr Calder gave a public lecture at the school on ‘Beckett’s life and the themes contained within ‘Endgame’ and followed it the next day with a talk to sixth formers.  Members of the cast and technical crew also spoke to drama students on aspects of the production and their profession as part of our employability strand.

During February, twenty Year 11 boys were involved in ‘Puckoon’ intergenerational workshops with Big Telly Theatre Company to support the Learning for Life and Work curriculum.  They saw a performance at Ardhowen, had a follow up workshop in school with two drama leaders (observed by Mr O’Shea) and then went out to Sheltered Accommodation locally and worked with residents accompanied by Mr  McClure.  The students really enjoyed working in a different way and getting a chance to meet members of the older generation.

Years 13 and 14 A level Performing Arts students formed a company to produce a touring production of The Pied Piper to bring to local primary schools, The Model and Holy Trinity.  It was a highly successful project, thoroughly enjoyed by participants and audience alike.  We received very positive feedback from both staff and pupils from the schools.

This month Year 9 were involved in workshops with B.E.A.M. Centre on anti-social behaviour.  Our boys behaved impressively and engaged in a range of drama and discussion activities on the nature of anti-social behaviour and its impact on others.  The leaders congratulated them on their intelligent and insightful comments and their willingness to participate wholeheartedly in the activities.

This month, Mrs Rees will be directing students in a scripted piece to be filmed for a DVD on Anti-Social Behaviour.  This has been commissioned by Fermanagh District Council Community Safety Partnership and the DVD will be used throughout schools in Fermanagh to raise awareness about anti-social behaviour and its impact on others.

	I am acutely aware of the extra commitment being invested by the teachers and their colleagues at the school. A few weeks ago, I received a letter from the (Acting) Principal of a neighbouring school.  She wrote:

Our curriculum continues to be enhanced and enriched by teachers from Portora who provide input … we do not take this very positive relationship with your school for granted.  I am very aware of the pressures …



The Revised Curriculum
For your interest and information - please find links below to the NEELB TV programme for parents entitled: “Perspectives- Learning Today for Tomorrow”.

 

To watch real media file
http://dpx.com/dpx_neelb1/dpx.php?cmd=autoplay&type=solo&pres=83&media=real&dpxuser=neelbtv3
 

To watch windows media file
 http://dpx.com/dpx_neelb1/dpx.php?cmd=autoplay&type=solo&pres=83&media=wm&dpxuser=neelbtv3
 

Sport

Our sports teams had a hectic term before Christmas being engaged in busy competitive programmes.  

Soccer

Our Junior and Youth Soccer teams were knocked out of their inter-school’s competition by good opposition but the Senior team impressed everyone with their skills and teamwork and looked certain to reach the final stages of the Ulster Schools’ Cup.  Unfortunately St Patrick’s put ambitions to bed by defeating us 4-nil at the Forum.

Cross Country and Athletics

Mr O’Shea has invested many hours in promoting these sports to good effect. Our Senior and Intermediate teams qualified for the Ulster Schools’ Championships and performed honourably if quietly.  The Collegiate Senior team, coached at Portora by Mr O’Shea, won the District Championships and finished second in the Ulsters.

Some athletes have been competing in Indoor competitions this winter and their performances augur well for the forthcoming season.

Mr O’Shea has supplied the following details for your consideration:

· Stranolar Cross-country: September 2008: Inter boys finished 3rd 
· Malcolm Cup: Late November: U17 boys finished 2nd
· Lurgan Cross-Country January 14th: Glenn Phair won senior event.  Senior boys won the event.

· Fermanagh Schools Cross-country: Year 8’s 2nd, Christopher Irvine 2nd Place, Year 11’s 3rd place 

· E-Districts: Glenn Phair second Senior Boys, Senior team finished 2nd. 

· Christopher Irvine 3rd place 

· Inter Boys team 3rd 

· Ulster: Glenn Phair qualified for Irish Schools, Senior team finished in 5th place 

· Ulster Indoor Age Groups in Odyssey : 

                Jordan Hylton 1st in 60 metres, 2nd Long Jump 

                     James Stephens 2nd Place in High Jump 

· Ulster Indoor U17 and U18 age groups in Magherafelt: 

                Ben Bingham 3rd in 60 metres, 3rd in 200 metres

                    Joshua Bingham 3rd in 60 metres, 2nd in 200 metres  

We were particularly pleased that the Collegiate senior Girls Cross Country team – coached by Mr O’Shea at Portora – won the District Championships and was placed second second in the Ulster Championships.

Rowing

The Annual Erne Head of the River was one of the most popular for many years and was characterized by the success of the Portora school teams.  It was the occasion of a special boat naming, with our new Eight – gleaming black – was named The Robert Northridge in a presentation led by the Club President, Sir Tony Hart.

The next day, the boat club travelled to the Schools of the River in London. This event is run over a similar course to the Oxford Cambridge boat race and is the ultimate test of both steering and rowing over 4.25miles.  Each year the race attracts the top rowing schools with 236 entrants overall.

Portora’s 1st 8 were entered in championship 8’s with 55 entrants.  Eton College won, setting a new course record to win in 16.47.  Portora finished 14th in a time of 17.25, 4 seconds off the top 10 and 14 seconds off a top 6 placing.  Our 2nd 8 were racing in the J16 8 category and performed above all expectations finishing 2nd in a time of 18.20.  No other school in Ireland has placed so highly for many years.

Our girls 1st 8 finished an excellent 3rd, just 14 seconds behind the winners.  The strength of Portora rowing was emphasised with the girls 2nd 8 finishing in 6th position in the same category.  To have two eights in the top 6 is an amazing feat and is a massive confidence boost for the girls moving into regatta season.

The Boat Club has firmly established itself as one of the top junior rowing teams in the UK.  I have just heard that the Boat Club has just got £9800 from “Awards for All” to buy a new jetty at the Boathouse.

Rugby

Our Rugby teams performed creditably in their respective competitions but failed to move into the final stages of any.  The First XV enjoyed their Away win against Dungannon Royal School in their first match of the Cup campaign.  They failed to defeat Larne GS in the next round at home and had to travel to Larne for the replay where they were defeated in a good natured and exciting match.  

The Parents’ Support Group held a very successful Fashion Night at the Killyhevlin Hotel on the 5th March and raised over £4000.

The Rugby Club Trophy Night will be held on Thursday 2nd April at 7pm in the Steele Hall.

Table Tennis

Stephen Slater won the Under 14 Ulster Schools’ Championship.

Ski-ing

Mr Hodgson will be leading a Year 9 Ski Trip to Torgon, Switzerland over the Easter holidays 11th – 18th April. 

Soccer

Mr McCallum and Mr McKeague are taking the senior soccer team to the Blackpool Cup, running from April 11th to April 13th.  Portora is in a group with Dutch, Danish, Scottish and English teams and they will need to finish in the top two to progress to the semi finals of the competition.

We were delighted to hear of Andrew Little’s selection to the NI Senior Squad.

Superbike

Josh Elliott continues to impress in this sport and in February spent three days testing for the Racedays Superbike Academy team riding Honda 600cc bikes.

Army Cadets

The Portora Army Cadets meet once a week and participate in a range of regional and national activities.  They have been having a most successful year.  One Year 10 student has been selected to attend a training course in Canada for six weeks during the summer break while another is on the reserve list; two others (Year 12) will be part of a group touring the Somme battlefields while another is representing the School at the champion Cadet weekend in May.  One of our students was last year’s Lord Lieutenants Cadet for Fermanagh and has been selected to attend a leadership course at Easter.  A number of others have successfully completed Radio users’ courses.

Through the school’s ACF it is possible to achieve a BTech qualification in Public Service. This has been allocated the equivalency of four GCSEs. Three of our students have achieved this in 2008-2009.
Fund Raising

Two recent projects, a Sponsored Read and The Z Factor, were organised by Mrs Armstrong and Mr McLaughlin-Borlace respectively to raise money for charities. The total amount raised was just under £2,000.

Mr McLaughlin-Borlace has recently revived the Charity Committee and has already identified a number of projects for funding.
Cricket Pavilion

The Cricket Pavilion, for eighty years the hub of cricket and shelter from inclement weather, is no more. It was destroyed by fire in what the PSNI describe as “suspicious circumstances”. We can look forward to planning its replacement.

Reorganisation of Fermanagh Education and The Transfer Procedure

Inter-school collaboration is a major issue in present educational strategies.  Portora and the Collegiate have for many years collaborated in Economics and German and Portora has extended its curriculum to offer Drama and The Moving Image to other schools in the town.  At present, girls from the Collegiate, Mount Lourdes and St Franchea’s come to Portora for part of their GCSE and GCE provision.  Alongside the push for greater collaboration between schools, we have been involved in extensive discussions around the reorganisation of the school estate in Fermanagh.  This has involved us in many meetings with different bodies since January 2007: we have been deeply involved in the preconsultation process initiated by the WELB; we have had separate meetings with members of the Boards of Devenish College and the Collegiate; we have participated in an extensive study to consider the feasibility of siting Devenish College and Erne/Elmbrook on Portora Hill and on the Tempo Road. A meeting was held in Enniskillen on the 17th December which was attended by the CEO, Chair and officers of the WELB, principals and Chairs of the Collegiate, Devenish, Erne and Elmbrook, Lisnaskea and Portora as well as Mrs Arlene Foster.  This was followed in March by meetings between the Collegiate and Portora Boards and a meeting of the pre-consultation working group of schools facilitated by two Deputy Secretaries of the Department of Education and the Chief Executive Officer designate of the Education and Skills Authority.

As I write, there has been no agreement on a strategic vision for post-primary educational provision in the county.  We have been informed that, until such agreement is reached, there can be no new build in the county.  A further meeting is expected at which all participants will more fully consider options available for Fermanagh.  This meeting will take place in May  and a report will be submitted to the Department of Education by the end of June.
TRANSFER TO PORTORA ROYAL SCHOOL IN 2010

In the absence of an agreed transfer procedure for 2010 academic selection remains a fact of educational provision.  The Board of Governors of Portora Royal School have determined that a grammar school must continue to offer a curriculum designed to challenge the most academically able young people in Fermanagh. The Board proposes that Portora Royal School continues to enroll young people with proven high academic ability to ensure an appropriate fit between the student and the curriculum.  To this end, it will require P7 pupils wishing to transfer to Portora Royal School to sit NFER tests in English and Mathematics at the school in November 2009.  A pack for parents of P6 pupils will be available and distributed in May 2009. 
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